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• OCTOBER  MEETING:  The  next  regular  meeting  of  the  Audubon  Asso- 
ciation ot  the  Pacific  will  be  held  on  Thursday  evening,  the  11th  inst  at  8 

ond°floor!Vomn  19rd  R°°m  °f  the  Harbor  Commissioners,  Ferry  Building,  sec- 

bluTS7'at,ed,  lecture  on  “The  Memorial  Aviarium  to  the  Birds  and  Bird- 
men  ol  the  Pacific  will  be  given  by  Jeanne  de  Francoeur. 

* V * 

Tn^MT^E|  TRIP  will  be  taken  on  Sunday,  October  14th,  to 

Lake  Merced.  East  Bay  members  should  take  ferry  boat  reaching  San  Fran- 
cisco about  8:40  a.  m.,  and  go  thence  by  Mission  Street  car  line  No.  12  with 
Ocean  sign.  If  cars  No.  17  or  K are  taken,  transfer  to  No.  12,  Sloat  Boule- 
vard car.  Leave  car  at  Fort  Funston  entrance  on  Sloat  Boulevard  near  Forty- 
first  Avenue,  where  party  will  form  at  9:30  a.  m.  > 

This  trip  usually  extends  all  the  way  around  the  lake,  reaching  the  cars 
again  at  Daly  City,  but  individuals  so  desiring  may  curtail  it  by  returning 
from  the  lake  to  Sloat  Boulevard.  Leader:  Miss  Ethel  Crum. 


* ¥ * 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  SEPTEMBER  MEETING:  The  one  bun- 
dled thirty-eighth  meeting  of  the  Association  was  held  on  the  13tli  of  Septem- 
ber  in  the  Board  Room  of  the  State  Board  of  Harbor  Commissioners,  Ferry 

BaiI<?in.s’  Dr-  Frederick  W.  D’Evelyn,  President,  in  the  chair;  Mrs.  Carl  Smith 
officiating  as  Secretary. 


The  lecturer  of  the  evening  was  Miss  Joan  Holden,  who  spoke  at  length 
on  three  of  Australia’s  best  known  and  most  interesting  birds:  the  emu  kooka- 
burra, and  lyre  bird. 


The  emu,  an  ostrich-like  bird,  was  at  one  time  very  much  sought  after  as  a 
curio,  but  has  now  been  declared  a spreader  of  prickly  pear  seeds  and  a 
bounty  has  been  offered  for  its  destruction. 

The  kookaburra,  a member  of  the  kingfisher  family,  is  Australia’s  most 
familiar  bird.  His  inquisitiveness,  peculiar  laughing  call,  and  interesting 
feeding  habits,  are  some  of  his  claims  to  distinction. 

The  lyre  bird  is  famous  for  his  song,  his  abilities  as  a mimic,  and  the  gor- 
geous tail  from  which  he  takes  his  name. 


Mr.  Harwell,  Chairman  of  the  State  Bird  Committee,  reported  on  the 
progress  of  the  State  Bird  Campaign,  after  which  a general  discussion  was 
held  on  ways  and  means  of  reaching  the  public  at  large  in  order  to  make  the 
campaign  for  a State  Bird  more  general. 
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SOME  BIRD  NOTES  FROM  BOCA 

In  looking  through  ornithological  literature  from  California,  the  region 
around  Boca,  Nevada  County,  seems  to  be  missing  from  the  records.  Here  at 
Boca,  which  is,  eight  miles  east  of  the  town  of  Truckee,  the  Big  and  Little 
Truckee  Rivers  join,  which  makes  Boca  a popular  resort  for  fishermen. 

For  many  years  I have  made  numerous  fishing  trips  to  Boca.  Before  I had 
become  as  interested  in  birds  as  I am  now,  it  always  impressed  me  how  easy 
it  was  to  see  many  species  as  I fished  along  the  Little  Truckee  which  flows 
from  the  north.  Since  I have  been  studying  birds  more  seriously,  many  of  my 
fishing  trips  have  turned  into  binding  trips.  Each  trip  has  added  new  records 
to  my  life  list. 

The  region  visited  is  north  of  the  village  and  is  partly  in  high  Upper 
Sonoran  and  partly  in  the  Transition  zone,  the  elevation  ranging  from  fifty- 
five  hundred  to  seven  thousand  feet. 

My  observations  have  been  made  during  a period  of  three  years  between 
June  1st  and  July  15th,  all  sight  records. 

On  leaving  the  hotel,  one  is  scarcely  off  the  steps  before  one  sees  a pair 
of  mountain  bluebirds  nesting  on  the  end  of  the  porch;  linnets  are  perched  on 
the  light  wires  and  robins  are  busy  pulling  worms  out  of  the  well-kept  lawn. 
Back  of  the  village  are  large  ice-houses,  the  eaves  of  which  furnish  nesting 
sites  for  hundreds  of  cliff  swallows ; red-shafted  flickers  and  western  king- 
birds, as  well  as  barn  swallows,  are  perching  on  the  roofs.  On  the  pond  nearby 
American  mergansers  are  resting. 

In  the  sage  brush  are  large  numbers  of  Brewer  and  vesper  sparrows; 
mourning  doves  are  flushed  frequently;  green-tailed  towhees  are  everywhere 
and  their  songs  are  incessant;  every  now  and  then  a sage  thrasher  adds  his 
song  to  the  chorus.  In  the  small  patches  of  grass,  horned  larks  and  meadow- 
larks add  their  songs. 

Along  the  river  are  many  spotted  sandpipers  crying  and  fluttering  away 
as  if  with  a broken  wing.  White-crowned  and  song  sparrows,  yellow  warblers 
and  red-winged  blackbirds  occupy  the  willows  along  the  steam  and  the  adja- 
cent marshes.  A marsh  hawk  is  searching  diligently  over  the  meadow. 
Farther  up  where  the  stream  flows  through  a sparsely  wooded  canyon,  a king- 
fisher is  perched  on  a dead  branch,  trying  and  finally  succeeding  in  swallowing 
a frog  head  first.  On  the  face  of  a cliff  which  overhangs  the  water,  cliff  swal- 
lows and  water  ouzels  are  nesting  side  by  side.  A red-breasted  sapsucker  is 
working  among  the  willows;  soon  he  flies  up  to  a pine  near  the  top  of  the 
ridge  and  in  a few  minutes  is  back.  A pair  of  crested  jays  are  in  the  same 
location  each  year,  as  are  also  a pair  of  Lewis  woodpeckers;  a Modoc  wood- 
pecker flies  out  from  the  ruins  of  a lumber  flume,  lights  in  a pine  tree  and 
works  in  a mass  of  pitch  until  he  is  so  “stuck  up”  that  he  cannot  work  any 
more,  when  he  flies  down  on  an  old  log,  cleans  off  his  bill  and  goes  back  to  re- 
peat the  process.  A band  of  black-capped  chickadees  are  busy  nearby  in  a 
lodge-pole  pine. 

Coming  out  of  the  canyon  into  another  meadow,  Lincoln  sparrows  are 
added  to  the  list.  In  the  willows  of  this  meadow  black-billed  magpies  nest  in 
alternate  years. 

Leaving  the  meadow  to  ascend  the  ridge,  the  way  leads  through  aspens 
where  pileolated  warblers  are  busy.  Among  the  pines  on  the  ridge,  Audubon 
warblers  are  singing;  pigmy  nuthatches  in  noisj  bands  are  peering  about  the 
clusters  of  pine  needles;  flocks  of  Cassin  finches,  feeding  on  the  ground  under 
the  pines,  are  startled  and  fly  into  the  nearest  trees;  a red-tailed  hawk  leaves 
its  nest  which  is  located  in  the  top  of  a tall  pine;  farther  along  another  red 
tailed  hawk  is  persecuting  a golden  eagle,  affording  an  excellent  opportunity 
to  contrast  the  two  birds;  rock  wrens  are  numerous  on  the  slopes  of  the 
ridges. 
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Stopping  at  a spring  for  lunch  and  while  sitting  in  the  shade  of  a pine,  a 
small  band  of  Sierra  crossbills  come  and  drink,  sing  a few  songs  and  disap- 
pear. Around  this  spring  are  wood  pewees,  green-backed  goldfinches,  juncos, 
chipping  sparrows,  mountain  chickadees  and  olive-sided  flycatchers.  West- 
ern tanagers  are  quite  common,  and  a horned  owl  is  enjoying  a sun  bath  on 
the  sunny  side  of  a big  pine  tree.  A sparrow  hawk  and  tree  swallows  are 
nesting  in  the  same  tree. 

If  one  waits  until  evening  and  returns  along  one  of  the  more  barren  ridges 
one  will  be  thrilled  as  well  as  entertained  by  the  nighthawks  doing  their 
“boom  flight,”  quite  a startling  sound  as  darkness  is  approaching  and  if  one  is 
alone  in  the  wilds  and  not  familiar  with  the  sound. 

On  one  of  my  birding  trips  I was  sitting  on  the  hotel  porch  after  supper 
talking  with  one  of  the  older  residents  of  the  village,  and  dodging  the  bats  as 
they  left  the  porch  to  start  their  night’s  work.  Everyone  who  comes  here 
comes  only  to  fish,  so  my  companion’s  first  question  was,  “Well,  what  luck  did 
you  have  today?” 

“I  didn’t  fish  today,”  I answered. 

“Didn’t  fish!  Been  out  all  day  and  didn’t  fish!  What  did  you  do?” 

“Oh!  Just  looked  for  birds.” 

“Looked  for  birds!  What  do  you  do  with  ’em?” 

“Just  look  at  them  and  study  them.” 

“Huh!”  Then  after  a pause.  “Well  there  ain’t  any  birds  up  here  only 
these  bluebirds  and  robins  around  the  hotel.” 

“Well,  I found  nearly  fifty  different  birds  today.” 

“Fifty  different  birds!  Why,  I’ve  lived  here  over  twenty  years  and  I know 
there  ain’t  that  many  birds  here!” 

I asked  him  to  go  with  me  on  a birding  trip  but  he  was  always  too  busy. 

Birding  in  this  region  is  a real  joy;  the  walking  is  easy — no  steep  climb- 
ing nor  long  walks  necessary  to  get  a good  list  of  birds;  the  temperature  is 
ideal.  A night’s  ride  by  train  or  an  easy  day’s  trip  over  good  roads  by  auto- 
mobile brings  one  to  a comfortable  hotel  and  many  interesting  birds. 

* * * Chas.  A.  Bryant. 

BOOK  NOTICE 

BIRDS  OF  NEW  MEXICO,  by  FLORENCE  MERRIAM  BAILEY,  pub- 
lished by  The  New  Mexico  Game  and  Fish,  bound  in  buckram,  800  pages,  pro- 
fusely illustrated.  Judging  from  the  specimen  sheets  which  have  come  to  my 
notice,  this  book  will  be  a valuable  addition  to  any  library;  price  $5. 

* ¥ * 

MAGAZINE  NOTICE 

NATURE  MAGAZINE  for  OCTOBER  is  given  over  entirely  to  California. 
There  are  many  excellent  photographs  and  the  articles  are  very  interesting  and 
instructive,  not  all  written,  however,  by  residents  of  California.  We  of  North- 
ern California  would  have  liked  to  have  seen  more  of  our  Nature  Clubs  men- 
tioned. It  is  a number  well  worth  preserving. 

* V * 

ANNUAL  DUES 

The  Treasurer  will  be  very  grateful  to  those  members  who  have  not  yet 
paid  their  annual  dues  to  the  Association,  if  they  will  do  so  at  once  without 
further  notification. 

* * V 

THE  SEPTEMBER  FIELD  TRIP  was  taken  on  the  16th  to  Baumberg. 
where  for  several  years  past,  shore  birds  have  been  approached  very  closely. 
The  gun-clubs  which  lease  the  property,  do  not  welcome  visitors,  and  another 
year  we  may  not  be  permitted  to  enter,  even  for  one  day.  We  made  the  most 
of  the  trip  this  time,  forgetting  that  water  goes  through  shoes,  in  our  efforts  to 
get  closer  to  the  birds. 
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The  weather  was  as  nearly  ideal  as  it  could  be  for  bird  observations. 
Several  times  flocks  of  ducks,  mostly  pintails,  were  startled  from  the  pools  and 
formed  veritable  clouds.  We  did  see  a number  of  green-winged  teal,  which 
gave  much  delight  as  they  exhibited  the  bright  green  in  flight.  Toward  the 
west,  one  pleasing  sight  was  the  lazy  circling  of  about  one  hundred  American 
white  pelicans. 

There  were  several  outstanding  features  in  this  trip;  one  being  close 
views  of  the  greater  and  lesser  yellow-legs,  standing  side  by  side,  a compari- 
son not  often  to  be  had.  There  were  large  numbers  of  the  greater,  seen  all 
through  the  day,  in  flight  or  feeding  in  clear  view.  They  whistled  many 
times,  performing  so  it  seemed,  for  our  benefit.  The  lesser  were  seen  at  least 
three  times  in  groups  of  three  or  four.  In  the  afternoon  we  were  seated  on  the 
ground  near  a pool,  where  the  water  was  very  shallow,  watching  a flock  of 
western  and  least  sandpipers  and  long-billed  dowitchers.  While  we  sat 
quietly,  they  approached  very  near  to  us,  so  that  we  could  make  accurate  ob- 
servations. After  we  had  watched  them  for  a while,  one  of  our  members 
called  our  attention  to  one  bird,  feeding  with  the  dowitchers,  but  unlike  them. 
Soon  we  found  another  of  this  species  and  discussed  all  of  the  markings  and 
habits.  We  concluded  they  were  pectoral  sandpipers,  a bird  seldom  recorded 
in  the  Bay  Region.  It  proved  to  lie  a “new  bird”  for  everyone  in  the  party. 
This  is,  we  believe,  the  first  time  they  have  even  been  reported  from  Baum- 
berg. 

Later,  Mrs.  Kelly  examined  skins  of  related  species,  at  the  Museum,  and 
reported  that  beyond  a doubt,  we  had  identified  them  correctly. 

Several  of  the  party,  returning  by  way  of  Bay  Farm  Island,  added  the 
black-bellied  and  snowy  plover  and  Hudsonian  curlew  to  the  list. 

Birds  encountered  were:  American  white  pelican;  California  great  blue  and 
black-crowned  night  herons;  green-winged  and  cinnamon  teal,  American  pintail 
duck;  northern  turkey  vulture;  western  red-tailed  hawk;  marsh  and  desert 
sparrow  hawks;  American  coot;  American  black-bellied  plover,  northern  kill- 
deer,  western  snowy  plover;  Wilson  snipe;  Hudsonian  curlew,  greater  and 
lesser  yellow-legs;  pectoral  and  least  sandpipers,  long-billed  dowitcher,  west- 
ern sandpiper;  American  avocet;  northern  phalarope;  California  and  ring- 
billed gulls;  northern  burrowing  owl;  western  belted  kingfisher;  barn  and 
northern  violet-green  swallows;  tule  marsh  wren;  California  loggerhead 
shrike;  western  yellow  throat;  San  Francisco  red-winged  blackbird,  western 
meadowlark,  California  Brewer  blackbird;  California  linnet;  western  Savan- 
nah and  salt  marsh  song  sparrows;  39  species. 

Those  in  attendance  were:  Members,  Mesdames  Bracelin,  Kelly,  Kibbe, 
Myer;  Messrs.  Cain,  De  Fremery,  Jencks,  Lockerbie  and  Myer.  Mr.  Myer’s 
scouts:  Felix  Juda,  Alfred  Weiler  and  Julian  Hirsch;  with  Mr.  Cain  were  26 
scouts;  9 members  and  29  guests. 

M.  Bracelin. 
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